
MMnMM TUB DISPATCH 1KirT»t . E,«- 1 8 5 0

Jitlimonli CittreS-jfl&mtclj!
Bvttrtd January 11I0S. »t Ihc Po»l Office at

Klcbmond. %«., ns nwintl-fliiM mutter.

rUBUNIlKO "fry day In llir vfur at 10 South Ten!h
Street, Richmond. Vh. l».v Hip Iitncw-l>ls|»utt'h rub-
lUliin* Co.. Inc.. Charles E. llushrook. Editor und
Manacor.

AOD1
Dl»
iRKSS A 1.1. COMMUNICATIONS to The Tlmei-
tpatcb. nuil not to Individuals.

fEI.EPHOVK: Uandotph I. Private Hrtiiirh K*ch««i*e
connecting with all ilpp»rrmfnti.

.FECIAL. ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVESltJbrook. Story A llrook*. Inc.. I'lflh Ajenue .,1,1Inc. New York : Mntiml l.lfo Rinldiuir. I Itllndelphla,I'topirn' tiuH llulldliiK. Chh'URO.

WASHINOTON OITICE: 710 fourteenth Street. N. W.

SUBSCRIPTION- RATES IN ADVANCE. bjr jDally and Sutiduy. one year. 80.011: «. n>..nthH. $a.OO
S months, S1.A0; 1 month. 05 cents. Diillj ""'.V.,*"?rear. S4.00: « month-. *«.««; :l month*. M00. 1
month. 35 cents. Sunday only, one >car. S~00. o
month*. $1.00: 3 months. 50 rent*: I month. tenia.

Hv 1 orAi (VltKKKIt SKKVICK: Itiillj* willi Suit-daj,°l» Veiil n
* I.illy irHh«ut Sunday. 10

cents a week: Sunday only. .> cents.

If our friend* who favor u* wllli ""'I |Illustrations for publication wish to fcVilmi»*tides returned they must In nil eases send stamps
for Ihat purpose. |

SUNDAY. JANl"AHY 10. 1PK«

'. '1.' Said Cork Hohin"

THAT notion of imperial omnipotence con-

vcntioiiitlly assumed by luonarchs lias de¬
cided elements of liumor. "1 will »«>' make
peace." says the Czar of Bussia. until certain
things come to pass. In theory. at Irast. hr
is the most autocratic of all the rulers <>f

Europe, but actually Nicholas 11. can neither
make peace nor declare war. llis ministers,
his family and. above all. his feudal aristoc¬
racy. to say nothing of the great mass of
Russian people, settle these questions. lie
is the Czar of all the Kussias. but he has
little more actual power in determining inter¬
national relations than the President of the
United States. Even in Kussia. tlie farthest
east of European countries, the old Oriental jscheme of government by one despot is only
a lordlv Romanoff theory.

Almeida, a Villa chief, lias been shot and
others have been captured. The right man is
still at large.

A Threat to Good H«»ad»

STATE SENATOR BYRD'S bill providing j
that the power of deriding what roads

are to be built with State funds shull rest
with the county Board of Supervisors, and
that on their requisition the Auditor must
issue a warrant on the treasury for one-half
the cost of construction, should be killed.
The passage of such a bill would mean a

aerious setback to State roads. By its terms,
the State Highway Commissioner would be- j
come a figurehead, and < ;n*h locality would
do what seemed good in its sight. Instead jof a well-planned road system, there would
be confusion and waste. Instead of the su¬

perintendence of men qualified by knowledge
and experience to carry out road construct ion
on a large scale, the entire administration
would lie in the hands of men whose experi¬
ence is open to question. It is difficult to
think that such a measure has any chance of
success.

The Brooklyn Eagle is running a series
under the caption. "Our Statesmen. Ure.it and
Small." You don't have to read the series to
guess which classification occupies the more
space.

l-'or the Belief of Jewish SulVrrei>

UP to Saturday, the American Jewish Be-
lief Association had received in cash con-

tributions amounting to S1.1 .ct.tiOfv besides
pledges for nearly $200,Otin. With the pos¬
sible exception of the Armenians, no people
have suffered so fearfully from the cruelties
of the European war as ilic Jews, especially
the Russians and Galicians: anil their loneli¬
ness, as a people, in the sections where they
have endured most distress makes their sit¬
uation doubly appealing.

Since the President's proclamation making
January 27 a day of nation-wide giving for
the relief of Jews in Europe, many donations
have been received by the central commit tee
from Christians, one letter reading that the
contribution was made "in His name." and
another saying. Unit the gift was offered "in
recognition ,i>f",.Christianity's debt to the
Jews " It is this-spirit that will make for
everlasting peace some day. not the mouthings
and junketings of doctrinaires

One of our battleships, the Wyoming. flag-
ship of the North Atlantic Fleet, lias rammed
a derelict. Hooray! Any foreign warship
that gets in the Wyoming's way is liable to
become a derelict.

I'or llie Co-Ordinnte College

PRACTICAL approval of the measure to
establish a co-ordinate college for women

at the University of Virginia is contained in
the second message of Governor Stuart, sent
yesterday to the General Assembly. While
the Governor does not in terms give his in¬
dorsement. to the co-ordinate college idea, he
does urge a higher institution of learning
for the education of women

The Governor recognizes a need that has
become obvious. Virginia cannot justify her
refusal to provide college and university edu¬
cation for Virginia women. The universityis the head of the public school system, and
it should offer opportunities to girls just as
it does to boys. Sensible men no longer be¬
lieve that woman's intellectual developmentAnd .educational equipment should have other
limits than individual capacity

The Houston-Willis bill, introduced yester¬day In the House of Delegates, provides for
the establishment ot the co-ordinate college
at the university along lines approved by the
board of visitors The number and influence
of its patrons and the favor \vi»h which it
¦was received indicate the measure's passage
at this session

Mr. Bryan has beer, selected as one of the
Ford peace board that is to sit in Europe to

,, bring about an end < * the war. Mr, Bryan
Si. may' be effective a. it peace fa< tor in Europe,

but he has been a failure in thai role in his
own country.

The Essential Elements
PEW things could be more timely than the
I plea made by Justice Hughes at the an¬
nual meeting of the New Vork Bar Associa¬
tion for the preservation of the . ¦aseiitial
elements of our governmental .system, both
State and national. Justice Hughes pointed
out that the great extension of governmental
Jurisdiction over business affairs brought a
certain danger of Federal encroachment on
the functions and powers of the stater P

is necessary, ho declared, to attain unity of
control in national concerns, while at tlio
same time preventing the destruction of local
autonomy l>v the extension of Federal
powers.

[ The warning comes in good time. Ameri¬
can liberty lias been conserved by our dual
system of government. In the beginning the
State was the stroitK and aggressive partner
In the concern. War and changes in our
conditions of life have reversed the situation.
The national government now wields far
greater authority than ever before, and there
is ii tendency observable in the country at
present to settle all difllculties by increasing
ihe activities of the Federal government. It
is indeed well to have a strong national gov¬
ernment. but it is also well to carefully safe¬
guard the power of the Stales. Justice
Hughes is one of the most respected and ad¬
mired men in the country, and his words will
have their weight.

A quietus on the affairs In .Mexico must
come, but if there is ever any doubt as to the
most expeditious way of doing it. and the
government doesn't care to take the responsi¬
bility. the job can be effectually cleaned up
if it is turned over to Texas.

fount von Het'iistoi'flr
II investigation shall verify the reports
I cabled from England and it shall be made
aflirmativelv and definitely to appear that
Captain Franz von Papon, former military
attache of the Gorman embassy at Washing¬
ton, paid money to men connected with at¬
tempts to destroy munition plants and commit
similar crimes in this country. Ambassador
lieinstorft will not escape accusations of com¬

plicity In such a case he would have dif¬
ficulty in disproving them.

Papers and checkbooks taken from Captain
von Pa pen by the British authorities when
he was searched at Falmouth show payments
of money to Werner Horn, the man who tried
to blow up a bridge over the St. Croix River,
on the Canadian border, and to other sus-
pected persons. They reveal also the receipt
of large embassy funds by Captain von Papen.

iliis, at any rate, is the information that
comes lrom London. Count von Bernstorff
says he does not believe it. but the story is
supplied with such a wealth of detail as to
make doubt difficult, if not Impossible. The
documents have been handed over to the
American ambassador at London, and will
be dispatched by him to the State Depart- |
ment. On their arrival we shall see what
we shall see.

This government has not revealed the exact
evidence on which it demanded the recall of
Captain von Papen and Captain Bov-Ed, the
naval attache of the eiubussy. It is con¬
ceivable that the information now made pub-
lie was in the possession of President Wilson
and Secretary Lansing before they acted, in
which event it must be conceded that the
punishment meted out was exceedingly mild.
\on Papen and Hoy-Ed are beyond tlio reach
of Washington's punitive power, but in the
case oi Ambassador Bernstorff something
may yet be done.

Diplomatic activities in this war have been
nearly unique. Ambassador Dumba's recall
was requested because he was involved in
plots ui instigate strikes in munition plants,
and thus1 injure the industrial prosperity of
the 1 uited States. If the newly discovered
evidence be worthy of credence, we Ihul now
that « apt a in von Papen went a step further,
and that his official supet ior supplied the cash
with which firebugs and dynamiters were kept
in funds.

If all this be proved conclusively. Count
von Bernstorff cannot remain us the German
ambassador to Washington. The prospect
includes elements that are regrettable, for
ihe ambassador, better acquainted with the
situation, perhaps, than ihe Foreign Office at
Berlin, has been potent in preventing a break
between Ills country and ihe United States.
He has stood for peace and the accord of
differences. The success that has been won
in inducing Germany to yield to American
views of submarine warfare has been con¬
tributed to materially by his influence.

These circumstances, however, should not
and could not he permitted to control. If.
while enjoying the privileges of diplomatic
confidence and immunity, the representative
of a foreign government has waged what
amounts to war within the borders of the
nation to which he is accredited, it is time,
at least, to bid him farewell.

Chief Ogalalla Fire, side partner of Sit line
Hull, committed suicide at the age of ninety,
rather than wait for a doctor to cure him of
the grippe. That's like an Indian, to lose his
Krip when he is about to face civilization.

Let the .Aldermen Be Frank
M OT a city in the country that enjoys the
J ^ privilege of holding special elections or
submitting special subjects of legislation at
general elections, is hampered by any such
provision as Alderman Xelsen proposes to in¬
flict on Richmond. He would permit an elec-
tion for a charter commission only on the
petition of 50 per cent of the qualified voters,
which means 7f> per cent of the ballots cast
m the ordinary political* contest In this city.
Ot course, that is the same as forbidding h
charter commission election at anv time.
.Statutes of this character provide that an
election shall be held on petition of a per-
centage of n1<; votes cast in the last preced¬
ing election, the percentage ranging from
.' to l\,. Wilmington. X. C\. requires ::f> .er
«.<.»' Oi the vote cast at the last election, but
«» this respect it is believed to be unique.
ertainl.v, no village in the land fixes the

percentage at 7si. for to do so would be utterlv
ridiculous and absurd.
We have very great hope that before

.o-morrow evening members of the Board of
Aldermen will see the light in this matter
and jo,n with the Council in approving the
i easonable and sensible measure recom¬
mended by Ihe Charter-Change Committee.

lie people of Hichmond have the right to
expect from their representatives assistance
"» obtaining a privilege enjoyed by the people
I'. ° lu.r «J,Lles iM ,h0 <'"><» ".roughout
,l'" 1 »>«'<' Mates. If the Aldermen continue
..(.posed however, we hope they will have
the frankness and courage to defeat the reso¬
lution openly, and not endeavor to kill if by
a foolish and patent subterfuge.

f,
' .T '"'c,'ssari,.v Mr. Roosevelt.

in C! i ""J" u"' Intoning correspondents
i! I", .

""!"SS Ml' ,{oosevdt decides

(Ice < f'n ' S a,M'' as a '"'ckwoods jus-I of ti.,. n.ln|irk "NecessityUnous no law."
l>

Oueen Sophia of Greece is said to be on the
of departure for Iterlin. This is an indi¬

cation ,.f ,f| Athrms. at least

II' the outcome of the meets in Chicago
.,

' "" 1111 fniony, ,hat means that the. Colonel
will not be a factor.

SEEN ON THE SIDE
.

MaRkfrt Ilnttrrlri. ,

\\ hen folly lifts her glowing eyes
And views you with a naive surpriso,

^ ou might as well surrender;
!. or Polly's eyes, so innocent,
Whon they are on their victim bent.

Quite foolish thoughts engender.
'

Too well I know that Polly's eyes
Are deadly to tho heart that tries

To Oee their witching glances;
Meet them but once, and you will ho
Caught In a sweet captivity,

Ihnt struggling but enhances.

Yet. why complain? Dear Polly's eyes.
That rol» you of the ease you prize

tJive recompenses ample:
Held fast, you wait tho moment when
Those eyes will smile on you again

So much you like the sample.

.inlde I'Vrl* III* Oats.

As ihe Culde of Capitol Square pulled on the
cigar uiveu him by Newcomer he said: "Thank
you for this solace. But I am feeling better
to-day. Fact is. I'm sort o' stuck on myself.
I heard a neighbor caller ask wife why I always
looked so sheepish. Wife said I was more like
a ground hog than a sheep: that whenever
I saw her shadow I crawled in a hole. It's

j a smart man that can see where danger lurks,
don't you think?"

Wlial No I'VIIaw fan Kind Out.
"Say." said the tailor man, "I can innke you

a pair of trousers with a secret pocket.souie-
thing just out."
"What do 1 want with anything like that?"
"So your wife can't tlud your spare allow-

auce."
"She «ets that liefore I can pocket it. but

if you know an\ dressmaker who can put up
a row 11 so that a man can find the pocket, send
her around, and I'll pay whatever price she
asks."

Not a l.ate-Stayer.
"Is Winkum good for anything?" asked Old

Bullion.
"Yes: what he says goes."
"l>oes he szo with it?"
"He does."
"Sen.I him around: I want to Introduce him

to my daughter."

A Ho-Ilctween.
"Hello. Johnny, are you fond of music?"
"That's me."
"What instrument do you play ""

"I'm the instrument. Sister's benu plays me

foe a sucker."

The resnlinlnt Snys:
' omplalnts of gloomy skies come with pecu-

"urly iil grace from the man who is n grouch
in his own home. So far as he can, he emulates
the weather man's mistake.

Perfectly \orninl.
"Isn't thai stock company's leading man rather

conceited ?"
"No; at nil He merely thinks Mansfield

."¦how e<i good judgment in dying some years
ago. before his reputation as an actor became
overshadowed."

*linkCNpe<ire Day by Day.
Claudio. in "Much Ado About Nothing" <act

lv. scene 1). foresaw what is occurring in
Europe and Mexico: "O. what men may do!
what daily do: not knowing wliaf tlicy do!" |
Keeping everlastingly at it is an American

motto for winning, but this does rot mean
plodding, of which Bison. one of the Kinn's
attendants in "Love's Labor Lost" (act i. scene!
1 >. said
"Small have continual plodders ever won
Save base authority from others' books:
These earthly godfathers of heaven's lights.
That give a name to every fixed star,
Have no more profit of their shining nlghta
I ban those that walk, and wot not what they

a re."
Do your own courting As Hermla. in "Mid-

summer Niuh? s Drf tun" tact i.. scene fit. put
it. "O, hell! to choose love by another's eyes'"

A Virginian**) I'rnyrr nt \nfletiini.
\s this story Is near home we print 't. but how

did it ever ¦ret in the Boston Transcript? lie
was lying flat on the battle field, and. to quote
his own words, "the shot and shell were going
over me so thick that the whole firmament above !
i* wis lend color. I fell .'us? then that I was

six fee: long and pretty nigh four feet thick,
and that the chances for mo were only two f<*«-t
beiter lying down than tnoy were standing up.
t made up my mind that my only safety lav in
praying. '<> T.ord. good Lord,' I prayed, 'please
?.'ret'-h me out as thin nr. a shoestring, with
the pointed end towards Hie enemy."

Hickery.That woman's dress is not very com !
prehciisi vc.

Dickery.By which you wish me to infer that
it doesn't cover much of her body.

Secret of a Cultivate!) Until t.
"There goes Douhleday. He's got a face like ;

a piece of bakery pie crust."
"That's his game. He thinks that as long

as he enn play it his wife won't know what
is under It. and, ns lie is a born lady killer, j
he tries to keep the missus guessing."

I'artliil Kiplnnatlon. j
A brilliant young lawyer named Green
In courtrooms quite seldom was seen.

lies pit e nil he could say,
< lieutH would keep away

They thought he was cracked in the bean.

Gossip From "Down Home**
According to the Lexington Dispatch, David¬

son County hunters have found a new source
of revenue in tho sale of possum hides. They
hnve advanced In price and are selling for
fancy prices, making a night's hunt hold profit
as well as fun.

The Troy Montgomerlan brags as follows: "For
health Troy exceeds them all. During the year
only ten deaths occurred at Troy out of a popu-
Intion of nearly 2,000, and these were largely
from age and not disease." There wero three
months during l!»1f. in which not a death oc¬
curred. Tho fact was so unusual for a town
of this size that both the State and the United
States health officials made Inquiry of Dr. C.
Dallgny, the registrar for Troy, as to tho cor¬
rectness of his report for that quarter."

Hero is a story from the MnrshviJlo Home
that takes the cake: "George Medlln. who teaches
school at Fairfield, is succeeding handsomely
with the school. From Marshvlllo to Falrfiold
it is :t distance of six miles. This Mr. Medlln
walks twice a day. Of course, a man with grit
enough to walk this distance dnily is bound
to succeed with n school. Supposing that the
term of Fairfield School is one of five months,
Mr. Medlln will have walked 1,200 miles when
the nrhnol conies to a close."

The University News Letter, a publication
devoted to progress news generally, says: "The
Pig Club enrollment in North Carolina In Iflir,
was 7»:S, and the poultry clubs numbered 1.056
members. Beef and dairy Industries develop
slowly anywhere, but the meat deficit In a
farm community enn be easily and promptly
wiped out by a proper attention to pigs anil

poultry, llence the wisdom of pig nnd poultryclubs in the South. North Carolina makes a
capital beginning in club work of this kind."

The Whltovlllo News-Reporter brings this
cheering information: "There are a lot of fine
porkers being killed in this neck of the woods.
Our farmers are in good financial condition
lhis winter. They have a plenty to cat and
some to glvo to their friends. Our school Is
also one of the best to be found in the county."

"There Is evldonco." says the Greensboro
Record, "that betweon the women of the
city and the farmers of tho county the
city commissioners are facing a united fire
about the meat-markot proposition. With Mrs.
A1 Falrbrotlier lined up with tho rural element
and interesting herself In getting the house¬
keepers of Greensboro also In the trencher*, the
fight in soon going to bo more one-sided than
most folks thought the European ense was
when Germany had the whole world tumbling
Into the camps of her enemies."

An Asheville special to the Raleigh News-
Observer tells of the oldest patriarch. It says:
"Rov. William Barnes, tho oldest milliliter in
North Carolina, and bolievcd to be tho oldest
minister In the United Stales, tiled at lils home
at West Asheville at the age of 103 yearn and
eight months. Rev. Mr. llarncs has been an
active Baptist minister for more than sixty
years, and, although ho has not been attached
to any church for some time, has preached at
various places. Including the holding of street
services, since attaining the age of 103 years."

The Charlotte Observer says: "The Observer
is gratified to have evidence that tho John
Paul Jones Association Is shortly to take the
first steps In tho direction of the preservation
of the 'Grove House,' tlie North Carolina home
of John Paul Jones. To this end plans are to jbo discussed at a meeting of the association to
be held at the residence of the Secretary of jtho Navy In Washington on February 3. Mrs. j
Edwin C. Gregory, of Salisbury, Is secretary
of this organization, and many distinguished
women are on the list of honorary ofllcers, the
honorary presidents being headed by Mrs. George
Dewey. Mrs. William Jennings Bryan is in¬
cluded In the list of honorary vice-presidents."

Chats With Virginia Editors
"If kissing is the medium In chief for com¬

munication of grippe," says the Northampton
Times, "some folks could have It a lifetime
without endangering our health." You mean
old thing'

"Cape Henry, when fortified," says the Norfolk
Ledger-Dispatch, "will be the Dardanelles of
this country." But It does not necessarily fol- )
In-*- that Virginia will be the Turkey oi Rich-
moml tiie Constantinople.

"No«v that Roanoke has a company of foast
Artillery." observes the Franklin Chronicle, "the
Koanokers tnay sleep In peace, feeling reasonably
assured that no hostile fleet can sail up either
Itoanoke River or Tinkers Creek." Nothing
like preparedness in these uncertain times,
when nobody car. guess what a day may briny
fo rth.

The Halifax Record-Advertiser, whose habitat
Is the town <>f Houston, in Halifax County, is
unkind enough to remark: "Forty-one breweries
and 1 OS dlstilleiles failed during the year Just
passe.i. We thought something like ihiit would
happen when these Houston folks not on the
water wagon."

"Tho blowing uj> of passenger ships without
w;«ruing." s:i\ s the Chase City Progress, "is
hardly credible to civilized peoplo, but it would
affect tills country little if the Americans would
stay at home ami attend to their own busi¬
ness." And see America first, especially the
Virginia part of It.

A German professor has discovered a way to
feed old newspapers to cows. This may in¬
crease the circulation of some of the publica¬
tions over there, but it won't make the c.>ws
give milk..Richmond Times-Dispatch We don't
know about that. Some of the yellow variety
have succeeded very well in making the pviblic
give milk..P.luckstone Courier.

What an awful thing Is the grippe! Just
look at the following from the editorial column
of the "Wakefield Enterprise: "The Enterprise
force has been slightly 'under the weather' for
the past ten days. The editor suffered with a
strong case of grippe, Ed Allen contracted a
severe cold, and Ilntley Faison, being some
classic, called his ailment a la grippe. Never¬
theless we are all taking fhe same Wind of
medicine."

To maintain the respect of GiftTo Maintain other nations of tho world, thisRespect nation must lie conscious of It.i
of Nations own absolutely impartial neu-

frality as regards the helllger»
cnls involved in this fearful war in Europe.
Asia and Africa, so that through the struggle
and after the close of this "bloodiest page in
tho Book of Time," the United States of Amer¬
ica may bo in position to recall the nations
of the earth to acknowledgement of the power
of law and the sacredness of treaties and by
very power of example and prncti -e force the
abandonment by nations of this barbaric. *»o- jcalled necessity, which knows no law and recog- jnixes no power save that which exists in brute
forcc..Cincinnati Enquirer.

The disgraceful scenes atAn Kneniy Voungstown, O., indicate thatWithin there Is an enemy within .»ur
Our Borders borders greater than all the

foreign foes that might be raised
against us. The drunken mob that tires towns,
shoots up streets, kills and wounds innocent
residents and surges forth like the uncivillse I
tribes of history's darkest days is a greater
menace to our nation than anything in the
wholo realm of our affairs. It was a mob that ;ruined Rome: that tore Carthage; that dose-
crated France. It was a mob that forced Italy
into tho greatest of all wars. It Is the mob
spirit that marks the first evidence of decay, |for the religion of the mob is death. The Ohio
outrage calls for the most drastic action. This
mob spirit must be crushed. National security
will bo jeopardized until all Americans learn
that fhe mol> wreaks of savagery and barbar¬
ism..St. Louis Times.

Tho complete collapse of theDardanelles fjstlllpoli campaign strengthensand Our nio parallel with the first period
Own War .-,f our own Civil War. It is the

same story over again of stub-
born defensive engagements, enormous losses
and masterly retreats by a magnificent army,
the same mournful tale of wasted opportunity
and of great military reputations ruined by
the new tests of warfare. The failure of the
Dardanelles expedition is perhaps no worse than
the failure of the. first "on to Richmond" cam¬
paign. Tho sense of disappointment and of
discouragement can be no keener In London
to-day than It was in Washington In 1S02. The
outburst against conscription in England curi
on sly echoes the draft riots In New York inisfis! But how far is the parallel to extend?
Do the disasters to tho British forces portend
a new birlh of national vigor promising ulti¬
mate victory? Tho number of generals who
have failed England in her hour of need in
the Dardanelles and in Flanders is no greater
than the number who disappointed the North
in the Peninsula and around Richmond. Bui
is there a Grant in sight there? Perhaps not;
vot the British might draw comfort from tho
fact too little recognized by historians that it
wos the navy which really decided the Civil
War and saved the Union..New York World.

"I Can't Stand That Gas!"
One of the Day's Host Cartoon*.

CITY COM MISSION GOVERNMENT
no. iv..i'i»r:i>F.uic .1. iiaski.v

OKLAHOMA CIT V, January 15.. If,
> oil arc an employer you know how
har<l it in to fire any one, anil how
much harder to krep the pay toll from
growiiiK a» an alarming rate To re¬
duce and itfep down the pay roll of
a city is Just about four times a« hard. I
Vet thut is what the commissioners l

* jOklahoma City have done, with a dl-
reclneis nnii lack of ceremony which
is very characteristic of that elty.
At an early meeting of the new com- jmission, one of the members moved

that the five clerks in the auditor'*
office i>.* reduced In three. Another
one wanted th* seven clerks in the
n»i"i department reduced to four. .So
each of the commissioners moveti a re-
dilution In lit- own department, .111 I
the proposals were voted on in a hunch. 1
In twenty minutes the pay roll of «»Jt- jlahoma <*itv was cut in half, and the
people were saved a good many thou-
sa mi dolla is a j 1 ur

Thi« actual ....onfuny In government
.s Oklahoma i'I'v's clit'-f claim to dls-
!t!i>-tion, and i' is a v.-r: considerable
oi:e. In every c< ininlsslou Kovoninw
campaign, economy, efficiency and
hottest y have i.-een held up as the
blersings that commission government
would hrlttK. In most of the ctties
that have tnado tbo change. adrnlnis* jtrations have become more efficient and
more directly responsible to tiie people,
i>ut very few of them have actually i
Ma veil money, and still fewer have ma-
teriaily reduced the number of Ity
employ ee}!. The city hall pie counter
is too aticlent an institution in Amer-
loan town life to i>e easily uprooted.
But oklahoma City is young. and tra¬
ditions are nothing to her. She abol¬
ished the pie ounter at ar swat

IIovt CoiiiiiiIssIoii In Formed.
That same independence of tradition

and daring directness are characteristic
of the Oklahoma <*itv charter through¬
out. It cmhoi1>' ail tin- newest wrin¬
kles in com ml."* lob government The
commission consists of a Mayor and
four commissioners, ejected at lnr^>
Tli» Mayor tr-ts J4.00f> a year mm the
commissioners 'S.IOO ea« h, which Is
pretty good pay for such positions in
a town of The I"»es Moines plan
of a free-for-all primary, in whi<i any-
bod> conlil run for nomination, was
adopted. This is followed by an elec¬
tion. In which tbe candidates are the'
two who received the highest vote for
each office, making a field of ten, from
which five are elected.
Machinery by which the people could

recall any member of the commission
at any time in provided. The people
are also given power to initiate laws
and to require rhe commission to refer
any of its laws to them for approval
or rejection whenever they desire. The
claim of the friends of the initiative,
referendum and recall.that they make
public officials at all times responsive.
seems to have been justified In Ok la-
hotna City. The people have been so

well satisfied with the government they
have not used the weapons which
President Wilson once called "the gun
behind the door."
Oklahoma City employees are also

under a rigid nvil service system. The Jcommission appoints a civil service
board, but has no administrative con¬
trol over it. Anybody who wants a Job
with the city goes before the hoard and
takes an examination. The board cer-
tilies a list of the competents to the
commission, and whenever anybody is
appointed to a job it must be from this
list The commission has no power j
to appoint any r.ne else. Neither has
the commission power of removal of
citv employees, except on charges pre-
ferred before the civil service board,
and lifter the board has sustained tbe
charges. If the board finds the charges
not well grounded, the employee can¬
not be discharged.

Job-Giving System Forgotten.
Meads of departments and certain

other officers are excluded from tho
civil service by the charter. These are
the private secretaries to the commis-
Blotters, the corporation counsel, the
Chief Of police, tbe superintendent of
the water department, the city engi¬
neer, the city clerk, the audilor and
tbe treasurer. Ar. a result of the ci\ 1

service, the old system by which city
officials parceled out the Jobs to the
faithful has been abolished. In fact,
the operation of the civil service board.
together with tbe business-like admin¬
istration of city affairs, has been so

successful that the former job-giving
system has been practically forgoiten
by the people o" the town and aban¬
doned by candidates ns a method of
getting elected.
When the commission look ofliee it

found an antiquated, imperfect system
of accounting in operation, it was not
rare for bilis against the city to be
paid twice. The new system makes
such a tiling impossible, and gives the
city, for the first time, n daily know¬
ledge of what it is collecting and what
It Is spending.
The commission effected a saving of

about $23,000 the first year of its work.
Till* saving was effected, not by cur¬

tailing the municipal services or slow-
in® up on Improvements, butJiy eel-

ting iimrc for the money spent. Okla¬homa <"ity, iwing new anil having beenlocated where there was plenty of
space. ha» unusually wide streets. yetit hi:* 14:1 miles of paving, mostly sheet
asphalt of (-no I quality. The lire de¬
partment. scattered through ten sta¬
tions. Iiuh been two-thirds motorized,and will be all motor hi another yenr.In 5i|>!t«- of reduced expenditure.*, the
street pavine hs.s been kept in repairand the streets kept clean to such a
degree that the resident* of tlie town
art- proud of them, and boa st that no
city In th« country has bettter thor¬
oughfares. The system of public light¬
ing hat been ii m I .* t' I all y extended, and
many miles of additional water main*
have been laid all on a reduced total
of city expenses. ami with a fewer
number of city employee.*. The nunj-
l«.* r of consumer* of water has In¬
creased from r*,0t>0 to 1L',000; yet four
clerk* keep the account* of the office
t.ow where seven were employed under
th« old form of Kov>,rnin<'nt.

( iiiniul'ihionrrit DUIile Work.
Th»- live commissioners of Oklahoma

Cltv divide the work of the city among
themselves. ami each man I* h. 1 I
. lire '1 i I ponslble bv the coni'r.ls*:on

anil to some extent by the p*-opb
for i he affairs of hi* department Tin;.*
far they have got along well together
There have been differences o' opinion.
The action* of the commission .ire not
always unanimous, but th*se differ¬
ences have not gone far enough to
hamper the commission
A wide variety of Interests are rep¬

resented on the present commission.
The .Major was a real estate dealer
and builder. One of the rem-
missioners was also :« real est ,tn
dealer, o:u wi«h a merchant and
former doctor one was auditor for n
pa< king compnny and the other was a.
union printer. All five Rive all their
t?i. to i .. city's business.
The cltj hall at Oklahoma <"ity in

very i haracteristlc. It is a modern
threi -story brick ofJlce building at the
corner of iJraml Avenue and ISrtrtdway.
Here the commissioners have their of¬
fices and conduct the business of tha
city a.* though it wero a law or
brokerage llrm. There is no place to
loaf, and hence no loafers.
The town owns this corner, and th«

way it came by it is also typical.
During the famous horseback race into
the new territory In April, this
desirable bit of land was grabbed by
a thrift > Missourlan, who set up a tent
s iloon. Meantime, the settlers met in
the street and elected a chief of police.
Mayor, dog catcher and office boy all
in the person of one large cow puncher.
This first comntlssoner of Oklahoma
i'itv liked the lot where the tent sa¬
loon stood, so lie kicked the Mlssourian
off and took possession In the name
of the illy. The lot is now worth
$50,000, and the city derives a neat
little income by renting the lower floor
of its building.
That was In the wood old days, but

the spirit of Oklahoma City has not
changed much. The commissioners of
to-day have removed politics and Idle¬
ness from the city hall In much th*
same summary manner that the burly
first executive took possession of tha
site.

Mile* Fight America's Hut Ilea.

At present Kurope Is !n the throes
of an internecine war in which the
future of clvlli/.ution is at stake. I'pon
the outcome depend not only the liber¬
ties of Kurope and of the world, but
also the future i f democracy. For In
'a world so utiorsrnniKCd politically that
its peace Is at the mercy of one power,
the crucial test of any form of political
organization cannot be the more or
less satisfactory nature of Its Inner
life, but must perforce bo its ability
io defend itself and to survive in a
struggle imposed by others. Wero Ku-
ropenn democracy to fail in this crisis,
its fate would be sealed, and America
would become iho last bulwark of
'popular government. l-'or this funda¬
mental reason there is an almost literal
truth in the statement that the allies
are lighting America's battles..The
New Republic.

Yesterday.
jSa. for me that, sad at heart,

I'nambitioned. hopeless quite,
From the world I stood apart.
Fearful of the coming night:

Tired and trembling, weary, worn,
Itleoding from the restless frny,
was cheerless anil forlorn;
Hut say,
That was yesterday,
Not to-day.

Say the skies wero mantled black,
l.ife seemed not worth living out;

I was on Misfortune's track,
; Wreck and ruin strewn about;

I was low in mind and soul,
All around was darkened gray,

But thin moment finds me whole.
For say.
That was yesterday,
Not to-day.

Seems so long a lime away.
Yesterday!

.New York livening Sun.


